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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

We  have  met  here  this  afternoon 
simply  to  hear  about  the  united  work  of 
the  Clubs.  There  are  certain  things 
which  we  find  that  we  can  do  better 
together  than  separately.  I  ought  to 
say,  however,  that  there  are  many  single 
Clubs  whose  work  is  much  more  exten¬ 
sive  alone  than  that  which  is  done  by 
the  Clubs  confederated  together.  The 
value  of  the  four  meetings  held  every 
year,  what  we  call  the  “  Quarterly  Meet¬ 
ings  ”,  is  in  their  purpose  of  informing 
the  public  what  we  are,  why  we  exist. 
The  different  speakers  here  this  after¬ 
noon  will  tell  what  are  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  things  which  have  been  done  in  the 
last  year  by  the  United  Clubs. 

In  the  report  read  at  our  anniversary 
a  year  ago,  I  referred  to  the  plan,  then 
new,  for  the  welcome  of  the  Cuban 
teachers  to  whom  Harvard  College  had 
offered  the  benefit  of  the  Summer  School. 
The  enterprise  undertaken  by  our  Secre¬ 
tary  for  the  care  of  one  large  family  of 
these  teachers  proved  perfectly  success¬ 
ful.  It  was,  indeed,  more  than  sue- 


cessful.  For  one,  I  had  no  conception 
when  I  read  last  year’s  report  that  our 
Society  would  be  able  to  do  what,  under 
Mrs.  Whitman’s  auspices,  it  did  in  this 
welcome  to  strangers.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Crothers  placed  his  elegant  and  com¬ 
fortable  home  at  our  disposal.  Mrs. 
Whitman  and  her  daughter,  both  accom¬ 
plished  in  the  Spanish  language,  were 
there  to  receive  these  birds  of  passage 
from  southern  islands.  Their  tenderness 
and  courtesy  were  lavished  upon  them 
during  the  weeks  in  which  they  were  at 
Cambridge.  It  is  pleasant  to  say  that 
from  them  we  have  the  most  courteous 
and  kindly  acknowledgments  from  time 
to  time  which  show  that  they  remember 
the  charm  of  that  New  England  home. 

The  Cubans  received  many  hospitable 
attentions  from  different  individuals,  but 
as  ours  was  the  only  Society  which  was 
able  to  offer  its  services,  and  as  the  Lend 
a  Hand  House  proved  itself  at  once 
central  and  the  model  for  the  other 
homes  in  which  the  Cuban  teachers  were 
received,  I  am  glad  to  put  on  record  our 
sense  of  the  success  of  the  enterprise. 
The  charge  to  us  of  these  hospitalities 
was  about  $400,  as  will  appear  from  the 
Treasurer’s  report,  and  this  was  pro¬ 
vided  for  by  special  subscriptions  among 


our  friends  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Boston. 

This  single  detail,  which  occupied  the 
acting  officers  of  the  Society  for  the 
better  part  of  the  summer,  is  a  good 
illustration  of  what  perhaps  needs  no 
new  illustration,  the  value  of  a  central 
office  like  ours.  Indeed  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  has  incorporated  us  for 
just  this  one  thing,  that  we  maybe  ready 
in  any  exigency  or  emergency,  a  little 
out  of  the  common  way,  to  attend  to 
whatever  service,  though  it  may  be  one 
in  which  we  have  no  experience.  It  is 
the  Cuban  exiles  ;  it  is  the  hospital  pro¬ 
vision  for  Massachusetts  soldiers  sud¬ 
denly  called  into  the  field ;  it  is  a 
typhoon  at  the  South  sweeping  away  the 
homes  of  ten  thousand  people  without  a 
moment’s  warning. 

You  cannot  expect,  you  must  not 
expect  that  you  will  have  organized 
societies  ready  for  everything.  There 
is  no  permanent  society  for  furnishing 
troops  suddenly  called  into  the  field  with 
soap  and  toothbrushes.  There  is  no 
permanent  society  for  furnishing  seeds 
and  garden  tools  for  people  whose 
houses  and  farms  even  are  swept  away 
by  a  tidal  wave ;  but  there  is  the  Lend  a 
Hand  Society,  with  its  office,  with  its 
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officers,  and  with  the  experience  of  now 
more  than  fourteen  years  ready  to  act 
where  action  is  necessary,  and  not  afraid 
of  making  mistakes.  The  Society  is  as 
ready  to  give  up  its  charge,  whether,  on 
the  one  hand,  the  importance  of  the 
duty  requires  a  separate  organization,  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  object  is  accom¬ 
plished  and  no  special  organization  is 
needed. 

The  Willard  Hospital  for  drunkards, 
or  those  afflicted  by  the  opiate  mania, 
has  been  opened  and  is  under  successful 
operation.  The  success  in  some  inter¬ 
esting  cases  has  been  so  gratifying  that 
the  Hospital  has  proved  its  right  for 
generous  contributions,  which  it  needs. 
The  Hospital  is  now  incorporated,  and 
is  independent  in  its  administration.  It 
is  one  of  those  enterprises  which  we 
have  been  glad  to  favor  in  their  outset, 
by  the  facilities  which  our  incorporation 
gives,  but  which  are  on  a  scale  so  large 
that  their  separate  organization  event¬ 
ually  is  the  better  arrangement  for 
success. 

The  directors  of  the  Floating  Hospital 
have  presented  their  interesting  report 
in  a  printed  pamphlet.  They  find  it 
necessary  to  ask  the  public  for  fifty 
thousand  dollars  for  the  new  boat,  and 
their  appeal  has  been  cordially  welcomed. 
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The  testimony  of  our  admirable  Board 
of  Health  to  the  work  of  the  Floating 
Hospital  in  averting  the  summer  dis¬ 
eases  of  children  is  very  remarkable. 
The  Hospital  is  now  open  day  and  night, 
so  that  in  the  more  critical  cases  mother 
and  child  can  have  the  marvellous 
advantages  of  a  sea-air  tonic,  without 
any  necessity  of  return  to  the  child’s 
home.  The  chief  of  the  Board  of  Health 
also  calls  attention  to  the  improvement 
in  the  home  care,  even  of  the  poorest 
children,  from  the  instruction  given  on 
the  boat  to  the  mothers  in  the  use  and 
care  of  milk,  in  the  care  of  their  babies, 
in  the  symptoms  of  disease  and  its 
arrest.  When  we  see  that  in  the  last 
four  years  the  deaths  from  infantile 
diseases  in  summer  were  1,420  against 
2,108  in  the  four  years  from  1888  to  1892, 
we  see  that  the  enterprise  has  worked  its 
way  among  the  most  important  agencies 
for  the  health  of  the  people  of  the  State. 

I  have  heard  the  opinion  expressed  by 
competent  persons  who  visited  us  from 
abroad  that  our  outfit  on  the  Floating 
Hospital  is  the  best  in  any  city,  and  I 
believe  this  to  be  true. 

We  still  struggle  with  the  difficulty 
which  with  the  rapid  pace  of  our  time 
arises  from  the  unwillingness  of  the 
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great  establishments  to  employ  old  men 
in  their  service.  Men  who  are  more 
than  sixty  years  of  age  cannot  11  catch 
on  ”,  as  the  phrase  is,  in  the  fast  rush  of 
the  crowd  of  daily  enterprise.  My  own 
personal  theory  is  that  the  State  will  be 
wise  which  will  employ  the  services  of 
such  men  in  the  duties  which  are  now 
thrown  upon  growing  boys,  who  are  not 
fit  for  work.  I  would  rather  buy  my 
paper  from  a  gentleman  of  sixty-five 
years  of  age  than  of  a  little  blackguard 
of  eight,  who  ought  not  to  be  engaged  in 
trade  for  ten  years.  Meanwhile,  in  some 
aggravated  cases  of  illness  or  other  dis¬ 
tress,  we  have  received  funds  for  the 
special  purpose  of  private  summer  outings 
for  broken-down  old  men. 

No  month  passes  but  we  have  some 
plan  brought  into  our  office  which  im¬ 
plies  that  such  men  can  confederate,  and 
in  some  work  of  charity  or  education, 
render  the  service  which  in  the  Catholic 
Church  is  rendered  by  religious  frater¬ 
nities.  If  we  had  any  philanthropic 
friend  who  would  give  to  us  a  house  and 
farm  within  a  hundred  miles  of  Boston, 
we  have  a  plenty  of  advisers  who  would 
be  glad  to  start  such  a  fraternity.  Cer¬ 
tainly  it  would  be  of  great  advantage  in 
a  town  in  which  it  should  be  placed  if  a 
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dozen  or  twenty  intelligent  gentlemen 
who  have  some  vears  of  life  still  before 
them,  would  live  in  such  a  town  to  assist 
in  its  various  enterprises.  We  have 
advisers  who  are  sure  that  such  a  fra¬ 
ternity  could  maintain  itself  without  any 
charge  to  the  community. 

Miss  Brigham’s  work  is  still  the  largest 
single  enterprise  of  which  we  have  the 
supervision.  Her  own  modest  reports 
are  well  worthy  of  much  more  attention 
than  they  receive,  and  the  funds  at 
her  disposal  might  well  be  multiplied 
manifold. 

In  the  death  of  Mrs.  W.  T.  Eustis, 
Miss  Lucretia  P.  Hale,  Mr.  F.  W.  French, 
Mrs.  B.  W.  Everett,  Miss  M.  M.  Dutton, 
Miss  Matilda  Goddard  and  Mr.  C.  E. 
Masten,  whose  sudden  death  occurred 
this  week,  the  Society  has  sustained  a 
loss  of  liberal  benefactors,  who  gave  not 
only  their  money  but  their  judgment  and 
sympathy  in  the  assistance  of  our  work. 
The  list  of  our  life  members  now  num¬ 
bers  123.  We  are  constantly  obliged  to 
ask  them  to  help  us  in  special  cases 
which  come  before  us ;  and  one  is  glad 
to  say  that  such  appeals  are  never  in 
vain. 

The  Lend  a  Hand  Record  has  been 
maintained  through  the  year,  and  I  have 
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a  right  to  say  that  it  contains  a  most 
curious  view  of  the  great  progress  of  the 
world  in  every  region.  I  wish  I  could 
say  that  the  subscription  to  the  journal 
and  its  advertisements  met  its  charges. 
I  beg  the  heads  of  the  Clubs  to  see  that 
in  the  future  the  subscription  shall  be 
enlarged  so  much  that  this  may  be  pos¬ 
sible.  It  seems  an  absolutely  necessary 
department  of  our  service.  We  shall  be 
very  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  suspend  it, 
and  we  must  ask  our  friends  to  bear 
their  share  in  its  expenses. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Edward  E.  Hale,  President . 


Secretary’s  IReport. 


It  is  not  quite  plain  to  all  our  friends 
what  the  Lend  a  Hand  Society  is. 
Again  and  again  the  question  is  asked, 
and  the  difference  between  the  Lend  a 
Hand  Society  and  a  Lend  a  Hand  Club 
must  be  explained. 

The  Lend  a  Hand  Society  is  the  incor¬ 
porated  body  of  which  the  Lend  a  Hand 
Clubs  are  members.  It  was  called  into 
existence  because  union  or  “  together  ” 
is  the  word  of  our  time.  Together  we 
can  accomplish  much  larger  and  broader 
work  than  a  single  Club  can  do.  There 
may  be  Clubs  without  the  Society ;  there 
can  be  no  Society  without  the  Clubs. 
Our  report  today  is  therefore  the  report 
of  the  “  together  ”  work  of  the  Lend  a 
Hand  Clubs  aided  by  warm  and  gener¬ 
ous  friends.  The  Society  holds  the 
Wadsworth  mottoes  as  its  foundation,  as 
do  the  Clubs ;  the  Maltese  cross  is  its 
badge  and  “  In  His  Name  ”  the  watch 
word. 

When  last  they  met,  the  work  in  hand 
was  the  Lend  a  Hand  Home  at  Cam¬ 
bridge  for  the  Cuban  students.  It  was 
opened  the  last  of  June  and  sixteen  per¬ 
manent  guests  were  entertained  and 
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cared  for.  This  undertaking  deserves 
more  than  a  passing  mention.  A  house 
convenient  to  the  College  yard  was 
offered  to  us ;  the  First  Parish  of  Cam¬ 
bridge  furnished  the  necessary  beds, 
linen,  etc.  The  Clubs  and  friends  of 

our  work  contributed  liberallv  to  the 

* 

smaller  furnishings,  which  were  needed 
where  there  were  so  many  inmates.  Tea 
was  served  on  the  lawn  each  afternoon, 
from  four  to  six  o’clock,  under  the  charge 
of  members  of  different  neighborhood 
clubs.  Each  Saturday  evening  the  parlor 
was  filled  with  guests,  and.  music  and 
light  refreshments  were  provided.  Sev¬ 
eral  excursions,  with  private  cars,  were 
arranged  by  our  friends,  the  Lend  a 
Hand  girls  being  allowed  to  ask  friends 
to  the  number  of  fifty  or  a  hundred.  At 
the  end  of  the  seven  weeks  we  were  sur¬ 
prised  to  find  that  we  had  arranged  an 
average  of  six  excursions  and  entertain¬ 
ments  a  week  during  their  visit.  It  was 
a  happy  household,  and  the  goodbyes 
were  said  with  regret.  To  the  very  last 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  teachers  was  una¬ 
bated.  It  was  wonderful  to  see  how 
much  they  could  accomplish,  and  tired 
though  they  might  be  at  night,  the  early 
morning  found  them  renewed  and  eager 
for  studies.  The  health  of  the  teachers 
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at  Lend  a  Hand  House  was  excellent. 
The  Clubs  have  reason  to  feel  pleased 
with  the  success  of  their  House. 

Even  before  the  Lend  a  Hand  House 
was  closed,  the  rumors  of  the  great  fruit 
harvest  had  reached  us,  and  ere  long 
offers  of  apples  for  the  Farmers’  Fruit 
Offering  began  to  come,  the  first  coming 
from  New  Hampshire.  Our  simple 
machinery  of  distribution,  under  the 
admirable  charge  of  Mr.  Arthur  C. 
Hunt,  was  immediately  put  in  motion. 
By  October  ist,  fruit  had  come  from 
twenty-two  towns  in  New  Hampshire  and 
Massachusetts.  In  the  month  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  fifty-four  different  towns  from  Maine, 
New  Hampshire,  Vermont  and  Massa¬ 
chusetts  sent  their  gifts;  and  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  sixty-two  towns,  representing  all  the 
New  England  states  excepting  Rhode 
Island  joined  in  the  great  Fruit  Offering 
to  the  poor  people  of  Boston.  These 
offerings  meant  five  thousand,  seven 
hundred  bushels  of  fruit.  It  came  in 
bags  and  boxes  and  barrels.  It  also 
arrived  loose  in  the  freight  cars.  It 
would  be  interesting  to  know  how  many 
people  joined  in  this  offering.  The 
Granges  of  New  England  and  the  school 
children  contributed  to  this  work ;  the 
railroads  and  local  expresses  furnished 
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free  service,  and  generous  people  con¬ 
tributed  money  for  necessary  expenses. 
The  agents  of  the  Associated  Charities 
gave  invaluable  help  ;  and  churches,  mis¬ 
sions,  etc.,  did  their  share  in  distribution. 
The  Lend  a  Hand  Society  is  glad  to 
have  been  the  medium  of  this  Offering. 
We  have  all,  thousands  of  people,  worked 
together  in  one  of  the  grandest  unions  of 
brotherly  love  of  the  century  that  is 
passed. 

In  October,  Jenny  Dean  arrived  from 
the  Manassas  Industrial  School.  This 
school  has  always  interested  the  Clubs, 
and  the  Lend  a  Hand  Society  is  repre¬ 
sented  on  the  Board  of  Directors  by  two 
members.  Miss  Dean  remained  in  Bos¬ 
ton  three  months,  interesting  us  all  in 
her  plans  for  the  industrial  education  of 
her  race.  Over  a  thousand  dollars  was 
given  her  for  the  building  and  equipment 
of  necessary  workshops. 

In  November,  the  Lend  a  Hand 
Society,  with  the  aid  of  Miss  Hunt  of 
the  Daughters  of  the  Revolution,  sent 
sixty  Christmas  boxes  to  our  soldiers  in 
the  Philippines.  Each  box  was  neatly 
done  up  in  white  paper  and  tied  with 
bright  twine.  In  the  corner  was  a  flag 
label.  On  the  boxes  was  written  :  “  With 
Christmas  greetings  from  the  Lend  a 
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Hand  Society,  Boston.”  The  mottoes 
were  enclosed  in  each  package.  Letters 
from  the  Philippines  tell  us  how  grate¬ 
fully  these  remembrances  at  holiday 
time  were  received.  We  should  be  glad 
to  send  more  another  year. 

One  of  the  letters  received  was  from 
an  officer  in  the  army  who,  after  watch¬ 
ing  the  almost  futile  attempts  of  some  of 
the  natives  to  plant  a  garden,  was  moved 
to  pity  and  wrote  begging  us  to  send  him 
some  seeds  and  small  farming  tools  that 
he  might  help  them  in  their  efforts. 
Government  has  kindly  given  free  trans¬ 
portation  for  whatever  articles  we  may 
desire  to  send,  and  in  June  a  hundred 
dollars  worth  of  seeds  and  utensils  will 
be  shipped.  Two  harrows  have  also 
been  given  us. 

In  answer  to  a  call  for  Envelope 
Libraries,  from  the  Philippines,  the  Lend 
a  Hand  Society  has  had  the  proper 
sized  envelopes,  with  the  mottoes  printed 
on  them,  prepared,  and  has  already 
given  out  a  large  number  to  be  filled. 
The  envelopes  are  to  be  returned  to  the 
Lend  a  Hand  office  and  forwarded  from 
there. 

The  Floating  Hospital  is  always  with 
us,  and  is  growing  in  efficiency  each 
year.  Eight  of  the  Clubs  have  named 
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beds  and  last  year  two  days  were  named 
by  the  Clubs.  This  means  a  hundred 
dollars  from  each  Club,  but  many  other 
Clubs  have  given  smaller  amounts  to  the 
general  expenses  of  the  Hospital.  A 
special  report  of  this  branch  of  our  work 
being  given  today,  we  only  make  slight 
mention  of  it  here. 

Miss  Brigham  will  also  report  for  the 
Lend  a  Hand  Book  Mission,  which  has 
this  year  extended  its  field  of  work  and 
introduced  “  travelling  libraries.” 

During  the  summer  we  sent  into  the 
country  fourteen  persons.  We  had  many 
more  applications,  but  were  obliged  to 
refuse  them,  as  they  were  for  drinking 
men,  and  we  cannot  send  away  any  men 
who  are  not  absolutely  temperate.  One 
boy  whom  we  sent  was  so  much  in  love 
with  country  life  that  he  has  remained 
until  the  present  time,  and  is  perfectly 
happy  working  for  his  board  and  going 
to  school. 

The  Hale  Endowment  Fund  has  now 
crossed  the  $5,000  line.  We  still  hope 
for  an  endowment  of  $25,000,  and  beg 
our  Clubs  and  friends  not  to  forget  to 
add  to  this  permanent  fund  for  our  work. 

We  have  received  notice  during  the 
year  of  a  legacy  of  $200  from  Miss  Sarah 
E.  Fletcher  and  of  a  farm  at  Windham, 
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N.  H.,  from  Mrs.  A.  V.  H.  Boyd. 
Neither  of  these  estates  have  as  yet  been 
settled. 

We  have  many  acknowledgements  of 
favors  to  make  for  the  past  year.  The 
Boston  Elevated  Railroad  remembered 
us  with  free  car  tickets,  which  brought 
health  and  happiness  to  many  a  person 
to  whom  the  spending  of  a  dime  in 
riding  to  the  country  and  back  would  be 
an  unpardonable  extravagance.  The 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Union  has  kindly 
sent  us  tickets  for  carriage  drives  for 
invalids,  and  aided  us  in  providing 
homes  in  the  country  for  the  poor  people 
in  whom  we  are  interested.  We  are 
indebted  to  Mr.  Wallace  S.  Pierce  for 
store-room,  which  is  often  needed  in  our 
work ;  also  to  the  press  for  their  very 
kind  assistance.  To  many  friends  who 
have  confidence  in  our  work  and  who 
have  aided  in  various  ways,  we  return 
hearty  thanks.  Each  year  new  calls 
come  to  us,  our  work  reaches  out  farther, 
and  a  larger  circle  of  friends  responds  to 
the  calls  we  make  upon  them. 

Individual  cases  make  many  demands 
on  us,  their  needs  being  met  as  well  as 
we  can  with  our  limited  office  staff  and 
means.  Strange  though  it  may  seem,  in 
a  city  of  charities  like  Boston,  there  are 
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always  cases  which  do  not  come  under 
any  head.  We  meet  our  share  of  these 
and  strive  to  relieve  them. 

The  Lend  a  Hand  Society  stands  for 
faith  and  hope  and  love.  It  stands  for 
public  spirit,  for  unity  in  service,  for 
readiness  of  action.  It  believes  in  pro¬ 
gress  and  that  the  kingdom  of  God 
draws  nearer  and  nearer  as  men  strive  to 
live  more  in  the  spirit  of  the  mottoes  we 
profess. 


M.  C.  Whitman,  Secretary. 


lent)  a  Ibanfc  Society. 


Treasurer’s  Report. 

Henry  B.  Sawyer,  Treasurer ,  in  account 
with  Lend  a  Hand  Society,  May  i,  1900,  to  May 
1,  1901. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand,  May  1,  1900.  #  437.40 
Receipts .  5,856.59 

#6,293.99 

DISBURSEMENTS. 


Fifteen  special  cases . #1,124.23 

Lend  a  Hand  Home  for  Cuban 

teachers .  369.11 

Christmas  boxes  for  soldiers 

in  the  Philippines .  18.50 

Wooden  leg  for  young  man. ..  65.00 

Midsummer  fund  and  outings  187.45 
Manassas  Industrial  School..  1,052.78 

Farmers’  Fruit  Offering .  1,032.24 

Rent,  Salaries,  Insurance,  etc.  1,247.70 

Charitable  societies .  33-9° 

Emergency  Loan  Fund .  101.37 

Lend  a  Hand  Book  Mission.. .  12.00 

Montgomery  Industrial  School  5.00 

Hale  Endowment  Fund .  27.00 

Floating  Hospital .  100.00 

Printing,  postage;  etc .  269.41 

Lend  a  Hand  Record .  200.00 

#5,845.69 

Money  held  for  designated 

purposes .  373-89 

Balance  cash  on  hand  May  1, 

1901 .  74-41 


Total 


#6,293.99 


Xenfc  a  Ifoanfc  Boofe  /BMssion* 


I  think  most  of  you  are  quite  well 
acquainted  with  the  starting  of  this 
work.  This  has  been  its  most  successful 
year.  When  I  first  went  south,  I  heard 
nothing  of  libraries,  nothing  of  reading- 
rooms.  This  year  how  very  different ! 
I  have  visited  thirty-six  towns  and  cities, 
and  everywhere  the  people  are  asking 
for  travelling  libraries  and  want  to  open 
reading-rooms,  and  the  people  are  very 
eager  for  libraries.  Again  and  again,  I 
have  been  asked,  “  Do  you  think  Mr. 
Carnegie  will  give  us  a  library?”  And 
throughout  the  south  the  people  talk 
about  the  enormous  fortunes  of  the  north, 
and  think  I  have  only  to  present  their 
case  to  get  them  all  the  books  they  need. 
The  women  of  the  Women’s  Christian 
Temperance  Union  are  doing  a  great 
deal  in  their  free  distribution  of  reading 
matter,  and  the  women’s  clubs  help  by 
sending  travelling  libraries,  so  that  now 
South  Carolina  has  thirty-six  travelling 
libraries,  Tennessee,  twenty-four,  North 
Carolina  now  has  none  but  is  soon  to  be 
provided  with  them. 

You  would  be  surprised  at  the  many 
classes  of  people  who  need  books. 
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They  have  good  capabilities  but  have 
had  little  opportunity  for  development. 
They  are  eager  for  development,  and 
there  are  many  calls  that  come  before  us. 
One  man  from  Charlotte  asks  help  in 
building  an  Industrial  School  for  colored 
people.  Atlanta  asks  for  slates  and 
pencils,  readers,  spellers,  pens  and 
paper.  One  man  wants  a  commentary. 
Many  of  the  teachers  walk  ten  miles, 
carrying  a  calico  bag  in  which  they  take 
home  reading  to  distribute  among  their 
pupils  and  families ;  and  already  the 
demand  is  far  greater  than  the  supply. 
The  women’s  clubs  of  South  Carolina 
are  doing  a  great  deal  to  add  to  the 
supply.  The  Lend  a  Hand  Clubs  have 
sent  libraries.  And  the  Sea  Board  Air 
Line  carry  these  books  for  us  free. 

The  Lend  a  Hand  Book  Mission  has 
thus  far  given  a  great  many  papers  and 
magazines.  The  Southern  Library  Asso¬ 
ciation  is  to  buy  new  books  for  several 
places  where  the  people  have  already 
had  old  books  and  finished  reading  them. 
Mr.  James  R,  Joy,  Fifth  Avenue,  New 
York,  is  the  treasurer  of  the  Southern 
Library  Society  which  has  charge  of  this 
work,  and  Mr.  Edwin  D.  Mead  of  Boston, 
is  still  the  treasurer  of  the  Book  Mission. 

The  expenses  of  the  year  have  been 
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$55°>  and  $442  have  been  received  by 
Mr.  Mead,  the  treasurer.  We  shall  be 
very  glad  of  whatever  you  can  give  to  us 
next  year. 

Reading  matter  has  been  sent  to  not 
far  from  four  thousand  people  in  the 
Georgian  prisons.  Over  eighty  barrels 
of  books'  have  been  sent  so  far  in  the 
year  which  closes  in  November.  We 
have  reached  as  many  as  thirty  thousand 
people  in  the  mountains  and  the  negroes. 
We  find  there  are  no  people  so  eager  for 
reading  as  the  people  behind  the  prison 
bars,  and  we  are  in  close  touch  with 
seventeen  of  the  prison  camps  in 
Georgia. 


Sarah  P.  Brigham. 


IXbe  floating  Ibospttal. 


From  every  point  of  view,  the  past 
season  may  be  regarded  as  the  most 
successful  one,  the  Hospital  having  been 
able  to  care  for  many  more  of  the  class 
most  in  need  of  its  help.  Fifty-eight 
beds  have  been  available  for  permanent 
patients,  and  the  wards  have  been  well 
filled.  An  open-air  ward,  with  six  beds, 
for  tuberculous  cases,  has  been  con¬ 
ducted  with  excellent  results,  the  patients 
gaining  markedly  in  flesh  and  strength. 
The  atmospheric  plant  conclusively 
proved  its  value,  serving  to  either  cool 
or  warm  the  air,  as  made  necessary  by 
outside  conditions. 

Besides  the  permanent  patients,  others 
have  been  admitted  as  often  as  the  cases 
required.  The  food  demonstrations 
have  been  conducted  with  benefit  to  the 
mothers  and  care-takers  accompanying 
the  children. 

An  experienced  bacteriologist  was  in 
charge  of  the  food  department,  in  which 
twenty  different  food  bases  were  pre¬ 
pared  daily. 

No  essential  change  has  been  made  in 
the  methods  of  the  work,  these  only 
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being  modified  where  the  efficiency  of 
the  work  might  be  increased. 

The  public  interest  in  the  work  has 
been  more  marked  than  ever,  and  has 
correspondingly  increased  the  desire  of 
the  managers  to  deserve  the  support  of 
friends  by  improving  the  quality  of  the 
work  as  well  as  enlarging  the  amount, 
and  their  efforts  in  this  direction  have 
given  additional  emphasis  to  the  neces¬ 
sity  for  more  room  —  room  which  is  not 
available  on  the  boat  now  in  use. 

A  pamphlet  has  been  prepared,  giving 
the  detailed  history  of  the  Floating 
Hospital  from  its  beginning,  copies  of 
which  may  be  obtained  on  application  to 
the  office. 

Rufus  B.  Tobey, 

Ch.  of  Board  of  Managers. 


The  Treasurer’s  report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1900,  show's 

the  receipts  to  have  been  $21,178.05; 
expenses,  $20,877.77,  leaving  a  balance 
for  the  new  year’s  work  of  $300.28. 
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^Deceased. 


honors  ant>  annual  Subscribers 

May  1,  1900,  to  May  1,  1901. 
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Lend  a  Hand  Society : 
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♦Deceased. 
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The  branch  of  work  should  be  specially  designated. 


